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Read April 1 6, 
1752. 



Fig. ^\ 

Reprefents the new gage j which I call the pear* 
gage. It is open at J; BC is the graduated tube, 
which is hermetically clofed at C, and is fufpended 
by the piece of brafs DE, that is hollowed into a 
cylinder, and clafps the tube, 

LXX. An Account of Aphyllon and Dentaria 
heptaphyllos of Cluiius, omitted by. Mr. 
Ray : Sj Mr. William Watfoii, jF. R. S, 

MR. Watfon prefented to the Society 
fome fpecimens of two plants, now 
in flower, whi.h he faiclwere not frequently found 
in England. One of them was the A'^iblatum of 
Cordus, or Jphyllon of John Bauhin, This plant is 
denominated S^^^/z/^sr/^ by Rivinu?, and Dentaria cro-- 
codylia by Tabernamontanus. LinojEUS, in the Flora 
Siiecicay calls it Lathr^a caule fmpliciffimo^ corolUs 
f^utantihus^ labio inferiore trijido. Mr. Ray, in his 
Synopfii plant arum Anglia^ takes notice of its being 
found near Darking in Surrey, but the pb\nt no^v 
prefented was collected near Harefield in Miiidieiex, 

The other plant offered wa^ xh^ Dentana hepta^, 
phylhi baccifera of Cafp^r Bauhin, or Denta/ia tertia 
haccijera of Clufius* This plant is treated of by 
Linnseus, in the Hortus ClfffortianuSj and by Van 
!]Royen, in tht Florae Leydenfts prodromus^ under the 
appellation of Dentaria foliis infmoribtis palmatis^ 
fummisJimpHcibus, 

This 
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This plant, which is frequently met with upon the 
continent of the northerly parts of Europe, has been 
but lately difcover'd to grow in England, and that 
only in one place ; viz. in a wood not far from 
Harefield in Middlefex, where it was firft difcover'd 
by Mr. Blackftone, an ingenious apothecary in Fleet- 
ftreet. This is one of thofe few plants omitted by 
the late Mr. Ray in his excellent SynopJiSy which are 
found to be natives here ^ and, from their great 
fcarcity, it is not wonderful, that they were unob- 
ferved by that great naturalift. 



mfmmrmmmmtmtmimmm'mfimmim 



LXXI. An Account of a Machine for killing 
(j/* Whales, propofed by John Bond, M D. 

Read April 2 3,TrjEFORE I give a particular defcrlption 
^7S^' Jl3 of this machine, I humbly beg leave 
to premife fome account of the prefent method of kill- 
irig whales, which I have colle<9:ed from feveral per-* 
fons ofj:redit, who have been employed at Greenland, 
that thofe, who are unacquainted with it, may fee, 
how dangerous and uncertain it is, and how much 
fome improvement is required to render it more fue- 
cefsfuL 

Whales being of the fame ftru(flure internally 
with quadrupeds, muft come frequently to the 
furface of the water to breathe; and when they 
expel the rarefied air from their capacious lungs^ 
thro' a narrow tube, which protrudes above the 
Upper jaw, they occafion a great noife, which tl e 
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